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VANCOUVER, BC, September 21, 2006: The Council of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of British 
Columbia has taken disciplinary action against Dr. Richard Leslie Golden after considering the report of an 
Inquiry Committee of the College, which found him guilty of infamous conduct. Dr. Golden was charged with 
sexual misconduct involving sexual relationships with three young female patients in the period 2000 to 2005. 
Each of the patients was referred to him in his capacity as a specialist in adolescent and child psychiatry. 
 
Following a disciplinary hearing, the Inquiry Committee concluded that Dr. Golden’s conduct was that of a 
sexual predator, who intended to use the patients for sexual purposes and his personal sexual gratification. It 
found that he selected the patients as subjects for sexual exploitation because of their particular personal 
circumstances and medical condition and that he flagrantly breached his duty of care as a physician. It 
concluded that Dr. Golden’s actions constituted "turpitude of a marked character involving inherent wickedness, 
dishonesty and disgraceful conduct". The Council of the College endorsed that opinion and expressed its 
unqualified condemnation and complete denunciation of the conduct. It acknowledged the courage and 
fortitude of the patients in bringing forward their concerns and participating in the disciplinary proceedings. 
 
The Council concluded that Dr. Golden’s conduct was so egregious and the abdication and abuse of his 
responsibilities as a physician was so disgraceful that the most severe penalty available under the Medical 
Practitioners Act was required. Accordingly Dr. Golden has been erased as a member of the College effective 
September 21, 2006. Costs were assessed against Dr. Golden in the amount of $120,000. 
 
Copies of the Report of the Inquiry Committee, edited to protect the identities and personal information of the 
patients, are available from the College upon request. The detailed Reasons of Council will be issued at a later 
date. 
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