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When reporting this release, it is requested that the name and location of the physician be provided in full 
in order to avoid confusion with other physicians who may have a similar name or initials.  
 
VANCOUVER, BC, January 27, 2009: Following the issuance of disciplinary charges, Dr. Kevin Lee 
Patterson has admitted that he was guilty of unethical and unprofessional conduct with respect to breaching 
patient confidentiality.   
 
The disciplinary charges issued by the College were that Dr. Patterson breached his professional duty of 
confidentiality by writing an article which identified personal health information, including the name and details 
of his treatment of his patient, Canadian Forces Corporal Kevin Megeney (deceased), when he had no 
consent to do so. The article was published in the July/August 2007 edition of Mother Jones magazine. 
 
In determining the disposition of this matter, the College acknowledged and weighed the contribution that Dr. 
Patterson has made through his efforts as a civilian contract physician with the Canadian Forces, and through 
his published accounts of his experiences in war-torn regions. Dr. Patterson has assured the College that in 
any future writings based on medical scenarios, or in any future works of journalism or fiction, he will not 
include the identities of patients or any information that could identify patients.  
 
The College has imposed the following penalty: 

(a) A formal written Reprimand by the Council of the College pursuant to section 60(3) of the Medical 
Practitioners Act; 

(b) Participation in reading and continuing medical education in the areas of ethics and professionalism 
as directed by the College; 

(c) Costs in the amount of $5,000. 

Dr. Patterson’s future professional conduct must be beyond reproach in every respect. 
 
The penalty imposed by the College took into account Dr. Patterson’s admission of guilt, his contriteness and 
remorse for his conduct, and his full cooperation throughout the College’s investigative process. Dr. Patterson 
also agreed to make a donation to a registered charity, acceptable to the College, in the amount of $7,000, 
representing the amount received by Dr. Patterson for the article he authored and published in Mother Jones 
magazine. 
 
The College of Physicians and Surgeons is the licensing and regulatory body for all physicians and surgeons 
in the province. Governed by provincial legislation, the College’s role is to protect the public by establishing, 
monitoring and enforcing high standards of qualification and ethical practice across the province. 
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