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PUBLIC NOTIFICATION – March 14, 2019 

Re: Physician-2019-a 
British Columbia 

1. Nature of action: Unauthorized access to electronic medical records. 

2. Effective date: January 18, 2019 

3. Admission and acknowledgements: A physician has made the following admissions: 

(a) He accessed the electronic medical records of a person who was not his patient, without her 
consent or authorization. 

(b) He accessed the electronic medical records 235 times over approximately six months. 

(c) The person was pregnant with the physician’s child when the relationship between her and 
the physician ended. The physician has a genetic disorder, and accessed the electronic 
medical records to check on the progress of the pregnancy and the health of the fetus 
during the pregnancy. 

(d) He admitted that the repeated access of these records constituted professional misconduct 
and expressed remorse for his actions. 

4. Disposition: The physician has consented to the following disposition: 

(a) Fine of $5,000 

(b) Attendance at a course on professionalism 

(c) Reprimand 

(d) Non-nominal publication of the disposition 

5. Rationale: The Inquiry Committee was critical of the physician’s conduct. Given the importance that 
must be placed on the privacy of medical records and the privileged position of physicians with 
regards to access to electronic medical records, the Inquiry Committee determined the disposition 
to be an appropriate outcome.  
 
The Inquiry Committee considered the mitigating factor that the physician submitted that he was 
monitoring the development of the fetus, and was therefore unlikely to reoffend, and his 
acknowledgement that he lacked any authority to do so. The Inquiry Committee was of the belief 
that there is no justification sufficient to erode the patient’s privacy rights.   
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The Inquiry Committee considered these specific circumstances when deciding to order a non-
nominal publication. Non-nominal publication is ordered to respect the privacy of the complainant. 
In order to ensure that this public notification does not reveal the identity of the party whose 
privacy rights were violated, the Inquiry Committee directed that the physician’s name not be 
published. The reprimand will, however, remain on the physician’s record and may be considered in 
the event of any future complaints.  

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia is the licensing and regulatory body for all 
physicians and surgeons in the province. Governed by provincial legislation, the College’s role is to 
protect the public by establishing, monitoring and enforcing high standards of qualification and ethical 
practice across the province. 
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