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FAQ

Updated CPSBC Bylaws: Licensure
Eligibility Requirements

Which RCPSC routes qualify?

Only physicians eligible under the RCPSC approved jurisdiction route are impacted by the
new Bylaws. Please refer to the RCPSC website for specific training and certifications under
this route.

Which CFPC routes qualify?

Only physicians eligible under the CEPC recognized training for CCFP via reciprocity are
impacted under the new Bylaws. Please refer to the CFPC website for specific training and
certifications under this route.

Are there any changes for RCPSC PER or SEAP applicants?

No. Applicants to the provisional class under the RCPSC PER or SEAP routes must still sit and
pass the exam prior to being eligible for licensure in the provisional class.

What if I'm already a provisional licensee?

Eligible provisional licensees will be contacted on July 6, 2026 and automatically transferred
to the full class. If you are a current provisional licensee and believe you are eligible under
the new Bylaws and have not been contacted by July 7, 2026, please email
licensingcompliance@cpsbc.ca.

Who is required to complete the BC Physician Integration Program
(BC PIP)?

Any internationally trained physician with less than 12 months of full time (or equivalent)
independent practice in Canada who is granted a full or provisional licence in BC will be
required to successfully complete the BC-PIP within one year of obtaining licensure in BC.

Any provisional licensee who was licensed prior to July 6, 2026, must complete the BC PIP
within the originally stated timeline.
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College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia FAQ

Does Canadian fellowship training qualify me under the new
Bylaws?

No. Only specialists eligible under the RCPSC approved jurisdiction route are impacted.

I've already applied to CPSBC (have a preliminary assessment letter),
what happens now?

If you have already applied to CPSBC and have received a preliminary assessment of
eligibility with outstanding subjects, you will be contacted on or before July 6, 2026 for next
steps. If you are a current provisional class applicant and believe you are eligible under the
new Bylaws and have not been contacted by July 6, 2026. Please email licensing@cpsbc.ca
after July 6, 2026.

Do I still need letter of exam eligibility from the RCPSC or CFPC?

If CPSBC cannot determine if an applicant is eligible under RCPSC approved jurisdiction or
CFPC by reciprocity, the applicant may be required to provide an exam eligibility letter under
the appropriate route from the RCPSC or CFPC.

When and how to apply

Applicants who meet the requirements for the full licence must complete an Application for
Medical Registration (AMR) through physiciansapply.ca after July 6, 2026.

Application timing is based on the applicant’s residency or work status:

Residency or work status When to apply

No work permit, residency or citizenship Apply no more than six months before
intended start date

Canadian citizenship, permanent residency, Apply no more than three months before
valid work permit intended start date

Applicants will not be assigned to a file manager no more than three months before their
start date.

I'm a graduating resident from an accredited jurisdiction. Can | begin
the application process while my exam/certification is pending?
No. Please wait to submit an application until after you have received your certification and/or

CCT. Physicians who apply prior to receiving their certification will be asked to submit an
application at a later date.
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My training and certification are from an accredited jurisdiction and
meet the CFPC reciprocity/RCPSC AJR requirements. Do | actually
need to get a ruling?

A ruling may not be needed for many applicants. However, if CPSBC cannot determine if an
applicant is eligible under RCPSC approved jurisdiction or CFPC by reciprocity, the applicant

may be required to provide an exam eligibility letter under the appropriate route from the
RCPSC or CFPC.
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