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Diagnostic Accreditation Program

Established in 1971, the Diagnostic Accreditation Program (DAP) has a mandate to assess the quality and safety of all diagnostic
services in the province of British Columbia through accreditation activities. The College of Physicians and Surgeons of British
Columbia (CPSBC) have been granted legislated authority under section 25 (3) of the Health Professions and Occupations Act
(HPOA). The CPSBC Bylaws requires every diagnostic facility in British Columbia to be accredited by the DAP before it can render
a diagnostic service, this includes all publicly funded facilities and independent facilities.

The DAP is committed to promoting excellence in diagnostic health care through the following activities:

establishing performance standards that are consistent with professional knowledge to ensure the delivery of safe, high-
quality diagnostic service

evaluating a diagnostic service's level of actual performance to achieve the performance standards

establishing a comparative database of health-care organizations, and their performance to selected structure, process,
and outcome standards or criteria

monitoring the performance of organizations through the establishment of external proficiency testing programs and
other robust quality indicators of performance

providing education to health-care organizations, managers, and health professionals on quality improvement strategies
and best practices in diagnostic health care

ensuring information learned from accreditation processes is used for system wide improvement

reporting to government, stakeholders and the public on the performance of the diagnostic health-care system as
assessed through accreditation

strengthening the public's confidence in the quality of diagnostic health care
assisting organizations to reduce risks and increase safety for patients and staff

assisting organizations to reduce health-care costs by promoting quality practices that increase efficiency and
effectiveness of services

serving and safeguarding the public
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DAP accredited diagnostic services

Medical imaging

radiology (CR and DR)
fluoroscopy

diagnostic mammography
ultrasound
echocardiography
computed tomography
magnetic resonance imaging

nuclear medicine - single photon
emission

nuclear medicine - positron emission

bone densitometry

Laboratory medicine

anatomic pathology
chemistry
cytogenetics

cytology

hematology
microbiology
molecular diagnostics
point-of-care testing

transfusion medicine
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Pulmonary function

spirometry

flow volume loops
diffusing capacity

lung volumes

respiratory muscle testing
conductance/resistance

reactive airways (methacholine
challenge testing)

exercise induced asthma testing
cardiopulmonary exercise testing

pulse oximetry/overnight
oximetry

exercise testing: duration test or
six minute walk test category

Community spirometry
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Neurodiagnostic services

electroencephalography
evoked potentials

electromyography and nerve
conduction studies

Community neurodiagnostics

electromyography and nerve
conduction studies

Polysomnography (level 1)

adult polysomnography
pediatric polysomnography

PAP titration and adjunct
therapies

daytime testing
ambulatory testing

home sleep apnea testing (level
3)

PAP therapeutics

Home sleep apnea testing (level lll)

Publication date: 2026-04-01

home sleep apnea testing

remote services
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Accreditation standards

The foundation of the accreditation programs are the accreditation standards set by the Diagnostic Accreditation Program, DAP.

Principles of DAP accreditation standards
Standards requirements are:

e evidence-based

e outcome-focused

e directive in nature yet allow the service flexibility in how they approach and address each element
e aligned to principles of quality and safety

e validated by expert groups, beta testing, community consultation

e continuous quality improvement

Standard requirements are either:

e mandatory (M) - facilities must demonstrate conformance), or
e best practice (B) - it is recommended that facilities demonstrate conformance

Standard requirements have a specific risk category:
critical (C)

high (H)

moderate (M)

low (L)

best practice (B)

Standards requirements are assessed at different accreditation activities:
e provisional accreditation assessment (P)
e full accreditation assessment (F)

Purpose and application of DAP accreditation standards

The Diagnostic Accreditation Program, DAP, assesses the quality and safety of all diagnostic services in the province of British
Columbia through accreditation assessment activities. The DAP accreditation standards are used to perform accreditation
assessments. During an accreditation assessment activity of a diagnostic service facility, a DAP accreditation assessor will review
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and evaluate evidence of conformance to accreditation standard requirements. To gain a DAP accreditation award, facilities must
demonstrate conformance to all mandatory DAP accreditation standards, applicable.

Evidence of conformance to accreditation standards may include:
e documentation of testing records, policies, procedures and other relevant material
e observation of patient care and examinations performed
e availability and of equipment and supplies
e other

All applicable accreditation standard requirements are assessed during an accreditation assessment of a facility. The applicability
of specific accreditation standard requirements for an accreditation assessment is applied based on:

1. The type of accreditation assessment activity performed.

Provisional accreditation assessment Refers to an accreditation assessment conducted on new facilities, or when an
existing facility begins a new service or expands scope. A facility which
completes a provisional accreditation activity will gain provisional accreditation,
following all non-conformance remediation.

Full accreditation assessment Refers to an accreditation assessment conducted on currently accredited
facilities. A facility which completes a full accreditation activity will gain or
maintain full accreditation, following all non-conformance remediation.

Other Note: DAP programs may perform additional accreditation activities.

Note: The accreditation standards applied during an accreditation assessment is related to the purpose of the assessment
and the accreditation award granted.

2. The discipline (diagnostic service or modality) and the scope of (specific test or examination) that the facility provides.
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General standards  Applies to all facilities Refers to topics which generally apply to all diagnostic services, such as
governance, management, operations, human resources, quality
improvement, general safety, patient care, infection prevention and control,
information management, etc.

Note: There may be

general standards, with
additional applicability
criteria It is recommended that facilities review all general standards.

Discipline-specific  Applies to facilities which ~ Refers to discipline-specific or scope specific standards, such as quality
or scope specific provide that service and assurance of equipment, reporting, protocols, patient screening, etc.

standards or scope , _ . L o
P It is recommended that facilities review the discipline-specific or scope

specific standards associated with the service, modality, test and or
examination provided.

Note: The DAP gathers information from each facility on the disciplines and scopes of services they provide.

More information

For inquiries or feedback regarding DAP accreditation standards, contact dap@cpsbc.ca.
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Presentation of DAP accreditation standards

ABC indicates Conformance.

this is part of the Standard requirements

ABC standards are identified as either:

chapter e mandatory
requirements

ABC1.0 is the (M)

standards e Dbest practice

group title requirements
(B)

Risk
Standard requirements are assigned a risk
category:

e critical (C)

e high(H)

e moderate (M)

e low(L)

Note

best practice (B)
: Risk levels are associated with the timeline

that non-conformances must be addressed.

Reference Risk Ch m

ABC1.0 ABC MODALITY EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

GUIDE

Change

Changes are noted,
compared to the previous
version.

Status changes are:

e new
e revised
e relocated/moved

the examination.

ABC1.1 The diagnostic service ensures that the equipment is capable of
achieving the desired quality and complies with the requirements of

ABC1.1.1 M ABC modality systems are equipped with a range of XYZ components ABC-123-X H New P.F
appropriate for the examinations performed.
Guidance: Pediatric components are required for pediatric services.
ABC1.1.3 B ' ABC modality systems are equipped with ergonomic accessories. ABC-123-X B New P
. . Asmt (assessment type)
ABC1.1 is the ABC1.1.1 is the standard References yp

standard requirement of the
standard ABC1.1

Note: Version updates may
lead to non-consecutive
requirement numbers
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Standard requirements are

Standard requirements are

referenced to regulatory documents,
advisory committees or other.

View the References section for the
full citation.
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assigned an assessment activity:

provisional assessment (P)
full assessment (F)
mid-cycle assessment (MC)
(laboratory medicine only)
community spirometry (CS)
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DAP accreditation standards development process

Accreditation standards are developed by DAP standard developers, in collaboration with internal DAP experts and or advisory
committees. Accreditation standards are continuously revised to ensure best available evidence is incorporated.

new or scheduled standards an advisory
standard a needs analysis is development committee is
development conducted resources are initiated, as
projects are initiated identified required
advisory committee ~ standards are tandard hi
consultation as internally reviewed standards are research is
ired drafted conducted
require (RUMBA)
community standards are DAP Commitee
consultation revised following standards are beta reviews and
tested, as required approves new and
(RUMBA) feedback

DAP facilities are
accredited to the
new and revised

six months between
publication and
effective date

DAP facilities are
notified

revised standards

standards are
published

standards
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DAP accreditation standards development inputs

GUIDE

DAP standard developers evaluate and assess the following inputs while developing DAP accreditation standards.
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Canadian feedback

and through
international community
standards engagement

DAP
assessment
evidence
and
experience

Accreditation Standards
Document ID: 12770 Version: 2.1 Publication date: 2026-04-01

10 of 10
Effective date: 2026-04-01



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia GUIDE

DAP accreditation standards community engagement

When DAP accreditation standards are developed, community members (e.g. accredited facility contacts, DAP program users,
the public, other contacts) have an opportunity to provide feedback. Feedback from the community is important to ensure DAP
accreditation standards are

e relevant,
e understandable,
e measurable,
e beneficial, and
e achievable.
Community members are engaged in the standards development process by
e participating in a community consultation survey on draft standards,
e participating in a standards development advisory committee,
e participating in field testing of new and revised standards, and

e submitting standards inquiries or feedback to the DAP

More information

For more information on how you can provide feedback on DAP accreditation standards or inquiries related to DAP accreditation
standards, contact dap@cpsbc.ca.
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