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POLICY

Point of Care Ultrasound (POCUS)

Purpose
This DAP policy addresses point of care ultrasound (POCUS).

Background

From a physician’s office to the emergency department and other hospital-based settings,
point of care ultrasound is an important tool in multiple clinical situations. Within the scope of
their education, competencies, licence and credentials, physicians can utilize POCUS to
inform their decision-making process including referrals for formal diagnostic imaging, to
perform minimally invasive procedures or guide treatment.

Policy

POCUS is not considered a diagnostic test when point of care ultrasound guides or informs
the individual physician conducting the procedure, and no formal diagnostic report is
required for other physicians or health-care professionals to utilize in managing patient care.

In such cases, the training, practice and equipment used for POCUS is outside of the remit of
the DAP. It is the responsibility of the health authority or employer to ensure POCUS
performed in their facilities has oversight from their own credentialing, privileging and
professional practice guidelines in line with the BC Medical Quality Initiative (BCMQI)
privileging dictionaries.

The DAP encourages users of POCUS to liaise with medical imaging departments as needed,
utilize the DAP diagnostic imaging accreditation standards where appropriate, and the
College’s Physician Office Medical Device Reprocessing Assessment (POMDRA) standards to
create policies and procedures governing the use of POCUS.

Responsibility
DAP Committee Periodic review of policy
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Contact

For further information, please contact the Diagnostic Accreditation Program
(dap@cpsbc.ca).
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