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POLICY 

Podiatric Surgeon Procedures List: Setting, Imaging, and 
Room Size Requirements 

Core I – General privileges in podiatric medicine and surgery 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Nail procedures Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Onychoplasty Office 
procedure 

No N/A 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Soft tissue procedures – superficial 

• Involving nail or plantar wart 
excision 

• Avulsion of toenail 

• Excision or destruction of nail matrix 

• Excision of cyst (epidermis, dermis 
and subcutaneous tissue only) 

• Excision of fibroma (epidermis, 
dermis and subcutaneous tissue 
only) 

• Removal of foreign body 
(epidermis, dermis and 
subcutaneous tissue only) 

Exclusions: Excision of soft tissue mass 
(any) and removal of foreign body 
(beyond subcutaneous tissue) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Verrucae and wart resection Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Biopsy – superficial (epidermis, dermis and 
subcutaneous tissue only) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Biopsy – skin (shave, punch or excisional) Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Digital exostectomy Office 
procedure 

No N/A 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Fracture and dislocation treatment and 
management – closed reduction only, no 
hardware 

Office 
procedure 

Yes (except digits) N/A 

Hardware removal – percutaneous 
placements only (e.g. ex-fix, pins, k-wires) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Tendon lengthening – percutaneous only Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Tendon release (tenotomy) – isolated and 
percutaneous only 

• Simple tenotomy for correction of 
digital contractures 

• Flexor tenotomy 

• Digital tenotomy 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Plantar fasciotomy – percutaneous only 
(e.g. 

   

KobyGard™ System) Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Cast (in association with above 
procedures) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Ganglion – aspiration Office 
procedure 

No N/A 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Wound care – general, superficial 
(epidermis, dermis and subcutaneous 
tissue) 

• Topical or field infiltration of 
anesthetic solution 

• Dressings including liquid or spray 
occlusive material 

• Drain removal 

• Application of immobilizing 
dressing (soft or rigid) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Wound/ulcer irrigation and debridement – 
superficial, simple/clean-up (epidermis, 
dermis and subcutaneous tissue only), may 
include bone biopsy if it does not involve 
going through tissue (e.g. exposed, 
fragmented bone only) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Incision and drainage – superficial, simple 
(epidermis, dermis and subcutaneous 
tissue only) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Intra-articular injections, steroid injections Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Neurolysis or nerve decompression of foot 
nerves – chemical or thermal (non-surgical) 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Platelet-rich plasma (PRP) injection Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Prolotherapy Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Local infiltration anesthetic injection 
including basic blocks 

Office 
procedure 

No N/A 

Core II – Elective soft tissue and osseous procedures in podiatric medicine and surgery 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Amputation – toe, single metatarsal Accredited 
facility 

No Minor procedure room (14 
m²/150 ft²) 

Biopsy – bone Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Biopsy – soft tissue (beyond subcutaneous 
tissue) 

Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Excision – soft tissue masses (superficial or 
deep) 

Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Excision – fibroma (beyond subcutaneous 
tissue) 

Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Excision – ganglion Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Excision – metatarsal Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Excision – sesamoid Accredited 
facility 

Yes Procedure room with 
imaging (38 m²/409 ft²) 

Excision – benign bone cyst Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Excision – bone tumor Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Excision or decompression – neuroma, 
nerve (including minimally invasive) 

Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Decompression – posterior tibial nerve Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Excision – Morton’s neuroma Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Neurolysis or nerve decompression – 
surgical 

Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Bunion procedures 

• Bunionectomy 

• Hallux valgus correction 

• 5th MTT bunionette 

Accredited 
facility 

Distal MTT head procedures, 
with full direct visualization of 
the joint and with use of guide 
pin for screws (e.g. Austin 
bunionectomy, Chevron 
bunionectomy, Reverdin, 
Reverdin Green bunionectomy): 
No 

Note: While imaging is not 
required, post-operative films are 
recommended. The standard of 
care is evolving, and imaging may 
become mandatory in the future. 

Lapidus or base of MTT 
procedure: Yes 

Open, minimally invasive 
procedure, no full direct 
visualization of the joint: Yes 

General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Hammertoe correction Accredited 
facility 

Open, full direct visualization of 
the joint, pinning involved but 
not into the metatarsal: No 

Open, pinning into the 
metatarsal: Yes 

Permanent hardware (e.g. K-
wire fixation): Yes 

Open, no bone work 
involved: Procedure room 
without imaging (23 m²/247 
ft²) 

Open, bone work involved: 
Procedure room with 
imaging (38 m²/409 ft²) 

Bone/heel spur resection Accredited 
facility 

Yes (must be available) General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  POLICY 

Podiatric Surgeon Procedures List: Setting, Imaging, and Room Size Requirements  8 of 15 
Document ID: 11861                      Version: 5.0            Effective date: 2023-04-15 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Syndactylization Accredited 
facility 

Soft tissue release only: No 

Bone work involved: Yes 

Soft tissue release only: 
Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Bone work involved: 
Procedure room with 
imaging 

(38 m²/409 ft²) 

Polydactylism Accredited 
facility 

Yes Procedure room with 
imaging (38 m²/409 ft²) 

Capsulotomy 

• Digital capsulotomy 

• Metatarsal, phalangeal joint 

Accredited 
facility 

No Digital capsulotomy only: 
Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Capsulotomy, metatarsal, 
phalangeal joint: General 
OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Exostectomy 

Note: All exostectomy procedures except 
digital exostectomy must be performed in 
an accredited facility. 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes (must be available) General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Loose body, foreign body or fragment – 
removal (more than superficial – beyond 
subcutaneous tissue) 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes Procedure room with 
imaging (38 m²/409 ft²) 
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Core III – Traumas and reconstructive procedures in podiatry medicine and surgery 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

ORIF (Open Reduction Internal Fixation) 

• Phalanges and metatarsals 

• Forefoot 

• Rearfoot and Calcaneal 

• Ankle 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Fracture and dislocation treatment and 
management – open reduction; use of 
hardware 

• Digital 

• Phalanges and metatarsals 

• Forefoot 

• Rearfoot and calcaneal 

• Ankle 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Removal internal fixation device (hardware 
removal) 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Note: Percutaneous 
placements only (e.g. ex-fix, 
pins, k-wires) do not require 
an accredited setting 

External fixation (multiplane) confined to 
the foot 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Arthroereisis 

• Subtalar joint (STJ) 

• Extra-Osseous TaloTarsal 
Stabilization (EOTTS) 

• Implant Devices: HyProCure® 

BIOARCH™ 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Tendon procedures – lengthening Accredited 
facility 

No hardware/bone involvement: 
No  

Open, bone involvement: Yes  

Endoscopic: N/A 

Open (no bone 
involvement): Procedure 
room without imaging (23 
m²/247 ft²) 

Open (bone involvement) 
or endoscopic: General OR 

(55 m²/592 ft²) 

Tendon procedures – repair Accredited 
facility 

Digital tendon repair no 
hardware/bone involvement: No 

Digital tendon repair with bone 
involvement or Metatarsal, 
midfoot, rearfoot or ankle 
tendon repair +/- hardware: Yes 
(imaging available to the OR) 

Digital tendon repair, soft 
tissue only; no hardware: 
Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Digital tendon repair with 
bone involvement or 
metatarsal, midfoot, 
rearfoot or ankle tendon 
repair +/- hardware: 
General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Tendon procedures – release (tenotomy) Accredited 
facility 

No hardware/bone involvement: 
No 

Bone involvement: Yes 

Metatarsal phalangeal joint: Yes 
(must be available to the OR) 

Open, no bone involvement 
(simple tenotomy for 
correction of digital 
contractures, flexor 
tenotomy, digital 
tenotomy): Procedure room 
without imaging  

(23 m²/247 ft²) 

Open, bone involvement 
(simple tenotomy for 
correction of digital 
contractures, flexor 
tenotomy, digital 
tenotomy): Procedure room 
with imaging (38 m²/409 ft²) 

Metatarsal phalangeal joint: 

General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Tendon procedures – transfer (tenodesis) Accredited 
facility 

Digital up to metatarsal only, No 
hardware or bone involvement: 
No 

Digital up to metatarsal only, 
Bone involvement: Yes 

Metatarsal, midfoot, rearfoot or 
ankle: Yes (must be available to 
the OR) 

Digital up to metatarsal 
only; NO hardware: 
Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Digital up to metatarsal; 
bone involvement: General 
OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Metatarsal and beyond 
(midfoot, rearfoot, ankle): 
General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Ligament repair Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Osteotomy Accredited 
facility 

Phalanges digits 2-5: No 

Hallux, metatarsals, midfoot or 
rear foot: Yes 

Osteotomy phalanges 
digits 2-5: Procedure room 
without imaging  

(23 m²/247 ft²) 

Osteotomy phalanges – 
hallux: Procedure room with 
imaging (38 m²/409 ft²) 

Osteotomy metatarsals and 
beyond (midfoot, rearfoot): 

General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Plantar fasciotomy (including endoscopic) Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Flaps and grafts 

• Selection, harvest or application of 
basic grafts 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes (imaging for bone graft) Skin and subcutaneous 
tissue only (no autograft 
harvesting): Procedure room 
without imaging (23 m²/247 
ft²) 

Tendon graft, bone graft, 
autograft harvesting, 
allograft, muscle flap, free 
flap: General OR  

(55 m²/592 ft²) 
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Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Tarsal coalition repair Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Accessory ossicles excision Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Arthroscopy – diagnostic or therapeutic Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Arthrotomy Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Arthrodesis (fusion) Accredited 
facility 

Yes Distal to MTP: Procedure 
room with imaging  

(38 m²/409 ft²) 

MTP, midfoot, rearfoot or 
ankle: 

General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Core IV – Amputation prevention and wound care procedures in podiatric medicine and surgery 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Wound/ulcer irrigation and debridement – 

deep, large, multi-level, muscle, bone 

Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 

Incision and drainage – deep, multi-level Accredited 
facility 

No Procedure room without 
imaging (23 m²/247 ft²) 



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  POLICY 

Podiatric Surgeon Procedures List: Setting, Imaging, and Room Size Requirements  14 of 15 
Document ID: 11861                      Version: 5.0            Effective date: 2023-04-15 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Advanced wound technologies, grafts, 
devices 

Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Treatment of deep wound infections, 
osteomyelitis 

Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Partial foot amputations Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Amputation – ray resection Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Amputation – transmetarsal Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Amputation – SYME Accredited 
facility 

No General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Charcot foot and ankle management Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 

Osteomyelitis resection and management Accredited 
facility 

Yes General OR (55 m²/592 ft²) 
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Special procedures 

Procedure Setting Imaging required? Room 

Arthroplasty (joint replacement/implant) Accredited 
facility 

Yes Midfoot, rearfoot, ankle: 
Special (ortho) OR 

(60 m²/646 ft²) 

Forefoot only: General OR 
(55 m²/592 ft²) 

 


