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Identification Documents 

The following is a guideline for all applicants in British Columbia regarding acceptable 
identification documents. 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of BC (CPSBC) requires you to provide copies of two 
pieces of valid ID for registration and licensure. The IDs must be valid (i.e. not expired) at the 
time of registration and licensure. One piece of ID must contain your photo. One piece of ID 
must confirm your right to live and work in British Columbia (examples include: Canadian 
passport, Canadian permanent resident card, Canadian birth certificate, and acceptable work 
permit). 

If you have application documentation under more than one name (e.g. the name on your 
medical degree is different from the name on your IDs), you must, in addition to the two 
pieces of ID, provide a copy of your name change documentation. Please check with your 
CPSBC contact to confirm. 

If you have previously submitted your IDs to CPSBC or if your IDs are verified on 
physiciansapply.ca, and they are still valid (i.e. not expired), you may not need to provide 
copies of those IDs to CPSBC again. Please check with your CPSBC contact to confirm. 

Acceptable forms of ID (one of which must confirm your right to live 
and work in British Columbia) 

• Passport 

• Canadian citizenship 
card/letter/certificate 

• Canadian permanent resident card 

• Confirmation of permanent residency 

• Driver’s licence 

• Birth certificate 

• Other forms of Government-issued ID 

• British Columbia services card 

• British Columbia identity card 

• Name change/legal name change 
certificate 

• Marriage Certificate 

• Work permit 

• NEXUS card 

 

If your ID is not listed above, please confirm with your CPSBC contact whether it is an 
acceptable form of ID. 


