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REGISTRATION POLICY

Registration in the Provisional Class and
the Interpretation of Time Requirements

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to applicants to and registrants in the
provisional class on the interpretation of timelines under section 2-18 of the College Bylaws
under the Health Professions Act.

Background
Section 2-18 of the College Bylaws under the Health Professions Act states that:

Provisional - registration requirements

2-18 (1) A registrant granted provisional registration must
(a) meet the conditions set out in Part 2 of these bylaws, in addition to any
limits or conditions the registration committee imposes under section
20(4.3) of the Act,

(b) if a family practitioner,

(i) within five years of obtaining registration and licensure in British
Columbia, obtain certification with the CFPC by examination,

(ii) within one year of obtaining registration and licensure in British
Columbia, obtain certification with the CFPC without examination
based on recognition of training and certification obtained in
international jurisdictions as determined by the CFPC,

(iii) registered under sections 2-15(1)(b)(ii) or (iii), following two years
of continuous practice in British Columbia and within five years of
obtaining registration and licensure in British Columbia,
complete a registration summative assessment, at the registrant’s
cost, satisfactory to the registration committee, or

(iv)  within five years of obtaining registration and licensure in British
Columbia, move to the restricted - family class.
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(c) if a specialist,

(i) within five years of obtaining registration and licensure in British
Columbia, obtain RCPSC certification in their primary specialty,

(ii) registered under sections 2-16(b)(ii) or (iii), following two years of
continuous practice in British Columbia and within five years of
obtaining registration and licensure in British Columbia,
complete a registration summative assessment, at the registrant’s
cost, satisfactory to the registration committee, or

(iii)  within five years of obtaining registration and licensure in British
Columbia, move to the restricted - specialty class.

failing which registration is cancelled unless otherwise directed by the
registration committee as provided under subsection (2).

(2) The time periods referred to in sections 2-18(1)(b) and (c) may be extended by
the registration committee in exceptional circumstances.

(3) Registration in the provisional - family or provisional - specialty class may be
granted for a limited duration not to exceed five years unless otherwise directed
by the registration committee in exceptional circumstances

Policy

All provisional class registrants, including those planning to conduct short-term locum tenens
in BC, are subject to the provisions of section 2-18(1)(b) and (c) of the College Bylaws. The
time defined for mandatory completion of the Certification in the College of Family
Physicians of Canada (CCFP), certification with the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Canada (RCPSC), successful completion of a summative assessment, acceptable to the
registration committee, or transfer to the restricted class, commences on the first day of a
registrant’s licensure in BC and will continue, uninterrupted, until the time has elapsed,
regardless of the time spent practising in the province. If a registrant in the provisional class
leaves BC and then returns later to request re-registration and re-licensure, the time will
continue to elapse during their absence.

The time defined for eligibility for a summative assessment begins on the first day of a
registrant’s practice in BC and must be continuous for two years before the registrant is
eligible for a summative assessment. If a registrant in the provisional class leaves BC and then
returns later to request re-registration and re-licensure, the two-year period of practice in BC
required for eligibility for a summative assessment will begin on the first date of the
registrant’s practice after re-registration.

A provisional registrant who is unable to meet the requirements set out in the College Bylaws
due to particular circumstances may request consideration of those circumstances by the
Registration Committee. Examples of valid exceptional circumstances are included in the
registration policy entitled Considerations of Exceptional Circumstances for Registration.
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